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MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING. 
From the Ne tnd Seasons.” 
What have the Mormons done in IIli- 
nois ? is a on which I have fre- 
uently asked of those who are busy with 
the tongue of slander r 
Latter-day Saints; a3 as yet, I 
found none who are willing to answer me 
judge or correctly. Perhaps, many 
m rumour, not having investi- 
thoug t might well to 
therefore, th public some facts in rela- 
han es the * beli that there is a 
rtion of the community, 
who, he ving received correct in- 
formation, will frown with in ion 
upon the conduct of those who are en- 
deavouring to raise a persecution against 
our people. 

In the first we would say, that 
where a crime is committed, there is a 
law broken; for if no law has been vio- 
lated, there cannot have been & erime 
8 itted ; 112 then, our people have 


 thoughpth ilant in the 

have been with very fem exceptions. 
With these facts | before u us, there’ is, 


find recorded the crimes of the Mormons, 
if it so be that they have committed any. 
We say their faults are few compared to 
the population; where is there a record 
of murder committed by any of our 
ple? in the ere : ere 
a reco inst a our e for a 
penitentiary not in the state. 
ere is there a record of fine or county 
imprisonment, for any breach of the law, 
against any of the Latter-day Saints? 
I know of none in the state. If, then, 


they have broken no law, they conse- 
| 2 have taken away no man s rights, 
ey have infringed no man’s liberties. 


We have been three years in this State, 
and have not asked for any county of 
state officer ; laws have been administer- 
is „even e 
appearance of crime, and yet there has 
been no conviction of which I have heard. 
Where is there another community of 
8 in any state, against none 
m there is a record of. conviction 
for crime in any court during the 
of three years; and yet there are t 
who out, murder II biga- 
arson!!! and every 
that Is evil, without being able to 
to's shige that has ever been 
* — against the Mormons. 
This, then, must be the “ head and 
* front of our offending,” that s 
d tempora things, 
are becoming a gpeat and numerous 
©; we convert our 8 
tens of thousands y to the light of 


truth—to the glorious liberty 


of Ohrist; we bring thousands 
lands, from alee the yoke of 
0 ion and the iron hand of poverty, 


and we place them in a situation where 


— 
11 — 
adress th | 
information as to the amount of erime 
committed by the Mormons throughout 
the state. You have only to refer to the : 
various dockets kept by the administra- 
— the hi 
breadth of the land, and there you will 
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highest act of charity towards the poor. 
e dry the widow’s tear, we fill the or- 
phan’s hand with bread, and clothe the 
naked ; we teach them principles of mo- 
rality and righteousness, and they rejoice 
in the God of Abraham and in oly 
One of Israel—and they are happy. 
Thus it is with the honest in heart, but 
when the wicked creep in amongst us for 
evil, to trample upon the most holy and 
virtuous precepts, and find our moral and 
religious laws too strict for them, they 
cry out delusion, false hets, specula- 
tion, oppression, ill ordinances, usur- 
pation of power, treason against the go- 
vernment, &c.; you must have your 
charters taken Away—you have dared to 
pass an ordinance against fornicators and 
adulterers—you have forbid the vending 
of spirituous liquors within your city— 
you have an ordinance against 
- vagrants and disorderly persons, with 
many other high-handed acts—you even 
threaten to vote at the next election, and 
may be (at least we fear) you will send 
a member to the legislature—none of 
which doings we, the good mobocrats 
and anti-Mormon politicians, and some 
as well, are willingto bear. This 
is the cry — the base r 
priest and the speculator; but the noble, 
the high minded, the patriotic and the 
virtuous, breathe no such sentiments; 
neither will those who feel an interest in 
the welfare of the state, for who does 
not know that to increase the population 
ten thousand a year with the most indus- 
trious 45 in the world, to pay thou- 
sands of dollars of taxes, to bring into 
the state immense sums of gold and sil- 
ver from all countries, to establish the 
manufacturing city in America, 
which Nauvoo will be in a few years, 
and to create the best produce market 
in the — for the good and = 
ity of the community at large, an 
of the state of Illinois — 

As to the city ordinances, we have 
all such as we deemed necessary 
the peace, welfare, and happiness of 
the inhabitants, whether Jew or Greek, 
Mahommedan, Roman Catholic, Latter- 
day Saint, or any other; that they all 
worship God according to their own 
conscience, and enjoy the rights of Ame- 

rican freemen. Law. 

Nauvoo, June 17th, 1842. 


The above are plain matters of fact, 
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that every one may become acquainted 
with by a reference to the county or state 
records; we might add, that in 

to moral principles, there is no city either 
in this state or in the United States, that 
can — with the city of Nauvoo ; 
you may live in our city for a month and 
not hear an oath sworn, you may be here 
as long and not see one person intoxica- 
ted — so notorious are we for sobriety, 
that at the time the Washingtonian con- 
vention passed through our city, a meet- 
ing was called for them; but they ex- 
pressed themselves at a loss what to say, 
as there were no drunkards to to; 
so that whether as a civil, moral, or re- 
ligious community, we think we can say 
without vanity, we are as orderly 
as any other community in any town or 
— in this state or in the United States, 
and we are laying a foundation for agri- 
cultural and manufacturing purposes, 
that bids fair to rival, if not to exceed, 
any city in the western country.— Ep. 
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WORDERFUL PROGRESS OF JOE SMITH, THE MODERN 
MAHOMET .—SPREAD OF THE MORMON FAITH AND A 
NEW RELIGIOUS REVOLUTION AT HAND. 


The subjoined article, under the above 
title, we extract from the New York 
Herald of June 17th, 1842. 

By the mails last evening we received 
a variety of letters and papers from 
Nauvoo, the capital of the new 452 
revolutionary empire, established by 
Joe. Smith; and also from other towns 
in Illinois; exhibiting the extraordinary 
progress of this most extraordinary peo- 
— who call themselves the “ Latter- 

are as fol- 


Saints:” 

hese letters and 
lows :—First—A letter from a United 
Statesartillery officer, travelling through 
Nauvoo, who gives an — glimpse 
of the Mormon movement there. Sec- 
ond An extract from the Sagamo Jour- 
nal, of the third of June, a newspaper 
in favour of the whig party, and op 
ed to the Mormons on account of their 
locofoco tendency, requiring a review of 
their military organization. Third—A 
law of the Mormon city of Nauvoo, ex- 
— toleration| towards all religions, 
even Mahometan, and assuming power to 
legislate for all with imperial non-cha- 
lance. Fourth—A public meeting of the 
Mormons in Nauvoo, developing their 
sentimentsand position in the — in 


— — — — —-— 
1 
+ 
4 


Mlinois. Fifth—A letter to Mrs. Emma 
Smith, the wife of the pro from 
a lady in Edwardsville, exhibiting the 
singular mixture of piety, politics, tact, 
and shrewdness in those who believe 
in Mormonism. 

All these letters and documents dis- 
close à most extraordinary movement 
in human affairs. What they mean, we 
can hardly tell, but is it not time for 
some great — — revolution, as radi- 
cal as Luther's, to take place in the 
christian world ? 

In the early ages of antiquity, before 
the dates of the monuments of Egy 
we have distinguished names handed 
down to us by tradition :— Brama, 
Vishnu, Confucius, Zoroaster, Isis, 
Osiris, including Adam, Seth, Noah, 
„Abraham, were the master spirits of 
great antiquity throughout the ancient 
world. In latter times we have Moses 
and the prophets, Peter and Paul, and 
the apostles of Christ—and even Ma- 
homet, who acknowledged the truth of 
christianity. Each of these movements 
was a religious revolution, but that 
which followed the time of Adam, Seth, 
Noah, Abraham, Moses, Christ and the 
apostles, has developed the only true sys- 
tem of morals, of belief, of revelation, 
of prophecy, of man, of God, of eter- 
nity. When the christian church was 
overwhelmed with the follies and super- 
stitions of Rome, and the thousand quar- 
elling sects of monks and idlers, a fresh 
spirit arose in the world—a spark came 

own from Heaven—Luther lifted up 
his voice, and a religious revolution 
started at his word, and renovated 
christianity. But a new age has come 
—a fresh infusion of faith is required— 
a strong impulse is rendered necessary. 

May not this wonderful Mormon 
movement be the si for a new re- 
ligious revolution? Is not Joe. Smith 
its master spirit, and General Bennett 
its mili spirit? The vast 
of the last century, in art science 
through steam and type, has chan 
the nature of man and society. Is it 
not necessary that a new religion and a 
new faith should come down from Hea- 
ven, to carry out the destiny of the race, 
under its t condition ? 

It is very evident that the Mormons 
exhibit a remarkable degree of tact, 
skill, shrewdness, energy, and enthusi- 
asm. The particular features of their 
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faith are nothing against their success. 
Do they believe their new bible—their 
virgin revelation — their singular creed? 
If t 2 do so with enthusiasm and j rac- 
tice their shrewd precepts, the cther 
sects will fall beforethem. This is cer- 
tain—this is human nature. In Illinois 
they have already shown how to acquire 
wer and influence, by holding the 
ance of power between both the 
great parties. They can already dic- 
tate to the state of Illinois, and if they 
pursue the same policy in other states, 
will they not soon dictate to Congress 
and decide the presidency? In all 
matters of public concernment they act 
— — man, with — — one mind, 
and one purpose. eir religious and 
moral principles bind them — 
firmly. They may be and have been 
abused and calumniated — partly true — 
partly false - but whether true or false, 
these attacks only increase their popu- 
larity and influence. Unlike all on 
christian sects, they adopt at once all 
the modern improvements of society, in 
art or literature, and — their singular 
religious faith, give ighest enthusi- 
asm to the movement at — — 
is nothing odd, or singular, or absurd 
about them, that they will not cast 
away, if it interferes with their progress 
to wer. 
erily, verily, we are t in the 
“latter days”—and we should not be 
surprised to see that the Mormon reli- 
gion is the real Millennium already com- 
menced. One thing is certain. The 
Mormons are so constituted, that, in 
these temperance times, they will swal- 
low up all the other lukewarm Protes- 
tant sects—and the moral and religious 
world will be divided between the 
and the Catholics on one side, and Joe. 
Smith and the Mormons on the other. 
The oyster is opening, and soon will be 
equally divided. . 


The following is a copy of the letter 
addressed to the editor of the New York 
Herald, by an officer of the U.S. artil- 


City of Nauvoo, III., May 8, 1842. 
J. G. Bennett, L. L. D., — I address 
you as doctor, because I am assured that 
the university of this city has conferred 
on you the of L. L. D.; aid this 
is no small feather in your cap, When 
we consider the talent and learning pos- 
a2 


— 
le — 
~ 


the faculty of this chartered 
itution, which will, before long, be 
superior to any college in 


by Generals S —— — 
and certainly made a very noble and im- 
appearance. The evolutions of 
ps directed by Major General 
Bennett, would do honour to any body of 
armed militia — — 
spproximates v to our 

forces. What does all this mean? 


plane, 
avalanche. They are enrolling amon 
their officers some of the first talent in 


Only a their regents, 
and — however are Mormons, 
but they are all united by a common in- 
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—— Those who are net 
ormons when they come here, very 
soon become so, whether from interest 
or conviction. 

The Smiths are not without talent, 
and 2 Hag — as lions. 
Josep chief, is a noble looking 
a — — of him. 

postmaster, igdon, is a 
lawyer, philosopher, — Saint. Their 
other Generals are also men of talents, 
and some of them men of ing. 
I have no doubt that they are all brave, 
as they are most unquestionably ambi- 
tious, and the tendency of their religious 
creed is to annihilate all other sects ; 
you may therefore see that the time will 
come when this gathering host of reli- 
gious fanatics will make this country 
shake to its centre. A western empire „ 
is certain. Ecclesiastical hi 
sents no parallel to this le, inasmuch 
as they are establishing their religion on 
a learned footing. 
taught, and to be — in their col- 
leges, with Latin, Greek, Hebrew, 
French, Italian, Spanish, &c.,&c. The 
mathematical sciences, pure and mixed, 
are now in successful operation, under 


arrived here incog., on the Ist in- 
stant, and from the great pre ion 
for the military parade, was induced to 
stay to see the turnout, which I confess, 
has astonished and filled me with fears 
for future consequences. The Mor- 
mons, it is true, are now peaceable, but 
the lionis asleep. Take care, and don’t 
rouse him. 

The city of Nauvoo contains about 
ten thousand souls, and is rapidly in- 
creasing. It is well laid out, and the 
municipal affairs appear to be well con- — 
ducted. The adjoining country is a 


— — eoun- 
There are probably in and about 


— — t territories, not 
far from thirty thousand of these war- 


84 
this country. 
— — the 
Mormons. Their legion, to the num- 
exact | | 
mon corps? Do they intend to con- 
quer Missouri, Illinois, Mexico? It is 
true they are part of the militia of the 
state of Illinois, by the charter of their 
in 
the states like them in point of enthu- 
siasm and warlike aspect, yea, warlike 
character. Before many years this le- 
gion will be twenty, and perhaps fift 
thousand strong, and still — 
A ſearful host, filled with religious en- 
thusiasm, and led on by ambitious and 
talented officers, what may not be effect- 
ed by them? — the subversion of an extremly able professor o name 
the constitution of the United States; of Pratt, and a graduate of Trinity. 
and if this should be considered too College, Dublin, is president of their 
great a task, foreign conquests will University. 
most certainly follow. Mexico will fall Now, sir, what do you think of Jo- 
into their hands, even if Texas should seph, the modern Mahomet ? 
first take it. 
| These Mormons are accumulating 
like a snowball rolling down an inclined 
They has 
matter which. ve appointed 
your namesake, Capt. Bennett, late of 
the army of the United States, Inspec- 
| tor General of their legion, and he is 
. cemmissioned as such by Governor 
Oarlin. This gentleman is know to be 
| well skilled in fortification, gunnery, 
ordinance, castrametation, and millitary beautiful prairie.—Who will say 
engineering generally, and I am assured the Mormon prophet is not among the 
that he is now under pay, derived-from great spirits of the age? 
the me ay — this warlike people. I The Mormons number in Europe and 
have seen his plans for fortifying Nau- America about one hundred and fifty 
voo, which are equal to any of Vaubau’s. thousand, and are constantl 


— 


Tike fanatics, this place ha been set- 
— — 


ADAMS'S LECTURES IN BOSTON. 
From the Weekly Bostonian, June 11. 

A friend has handed us the following 
communication for insertion in the Bos- 
tonian. We cheerfully comply with his 

wi e 0 
it. Joe. S and his are 
ing as great a revolution in the 


creating 
morals of our country, as our fathers in 


776 did in its political destinies. Our 

columns are open to both sides of the 

pe — provided communications are 
ort and to the point. 

Mr. Editor,— Having attended the 
lectures lately delivered at the Beylston 
Hall by Mr. Adams, the Mormon lectu- 
rer of the city of New York, who has 
— returned from England where he 

been for the last fifteen months 
declaring what he calls “the glories of 
the new and everlasting covenant,” I 
thought a short review of said lectures 
would prove interesting to the readers 
of your valuable paper; and I have ne 
hesitation in saying that Elder Nicker- 
son has made a decided hit in getting 
Mr. Adams to assist him at this time, as 
the large, intelligent, and attentive con- 
— — that have attended to hear 

is lectures fully prove. 

His first lecture was delivered on Wed- 
n evening, June Ist, in which he 

ve his reasons for renouncing Metho- 
— and embracing the doctrines and 

rinciples of the Latter-day Saints. 
is r ing was unanswerable, and 


easoning 
the way he walked into the affections of 


their supposed God, without body, 
or passions, was a caution to Yankee 
sinners. At the close he gave an op- 
portunity fer the Methodists te defend 
their system, and although some of their 
preachers were present, they said not a 
word—for they well knew the bible con- 
demned their creed. On Thursday 
evening he fully showed the ignorance 
and folly of Millerism, clearly proving 
e from their isper- 
heaps of ruins, even Jerusalem itself, be- 
fore Christ should come. On Friday 
and Saturday evenings he introduced a 
talented young elder Nauvoo, nam- 
ed Snow, who clearly set forth that.the 


rts, 
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doctrine of Obrist was, and is, the same 
in all ages, and that the Church of Christ, 
when he has an ized church on the 
earth, is compo of the same offices, 
the same ordinances, and has in it the 
same gifts and blessings. On Sanday, 
Mr. Adams lectured on the second com- 
ing of Christ, and gave much light on 
— showing that it would take 
place before this present generation shall 
away. He proved also, if the bible 
is true, that the second advent must take 
before 1880. 
ecture he threw much li 
— Ancient of Da 
im not te be the Lord 


vs, 
kingdom, and the greatness of the king- 
dom under the whole heaven, 
to Daniel, c. vii. He also declared, as 


the coming of the Bon of 1 
t 


man. He 
soul is in ita 


* He then clearly set forth that 
Christ became the first fruits of them 
that slept at his resurrection, or the first. 
saved soul, or the type or pattern of every 
soul that will be saved; and that the 
soul consisted of the spirit and body 
being re-united at the resurrection, ne 


more to be ; and that the soul 
thus raised would be composed of flesh, 


that have part in the first resurrection, 
and gave much light on the full sway 


35 
ner God the Father, but that he is old 
father Adam, who shall sit as a great 
patriarch at the head of the whole family, 
when the second Adam, the Lord from 
heaven, the Son of Man shall come with 
the clouds, and come te the Ancient of 
had called a prophet, viz. Joseph Smith, 
repare for 
boured to show the injustice of destroy- 
ing any generation without first warn- 
ing them. In the afternoon he spoke on 
: the subject of the resurrection, and 
every one that heard him, that said any- 
thing upon the subject, acknowledged 
that it surpassed every thing they ever 
heard en the final 
first showed that the livi 
full meaning composed of two eternal 
principles — matter and spirit; that 
through disobedience man became a dy- 
; and spirit, but not blood. He 
then fully established the reign of Christ 
on earth one thousand years, with those 
of the reign of peace; and then spoke of 
the last struggle between the powers of 


darkness and of light, when death itself 
shall be conquered and immortality alone 
endure. hen he came to dwell on the 
second resurrection, the new heavens 
and the new earth, the whole con 

tion seemed for a moment to ot that 
they were listening te a peor despised 
Latter-day Saint or Mormon, and tears 
of joy fell from their eyes in abundance, 
that plainly indicated they were wra 
ped up in the subject befure them. He 
then sweetly spoke of the bringing back 
of the tree of life, that caused many 


hearts to rejoice. 
In the evening he hed on the re- 
h of Christ and 


marriag per 

ing that the Chureh of Christ had been 
i ized and driven in the wilder- 
ness, and the priesthood or authority by 
which men act in the name of Jesus 
Christ had been ht up unto the 
throne of God, until the dispensation of 
— of — = be — in 
inistry of angels in ment 

— of the scriptures. 
He then set forth the scarlet red 
beast and her daughters, who compose 
the sectarian world. He also 
showed that sect on earth at the 
present time received their priesthood or 
authority through the Church of Rome 
er nowhere, for they all deny a later re- 
velation than eighteen hundred yearsago. 
He then appealed to the e, declar- 
ring that the Latter-day Saints were 
the only people on earth that believed 
in revelations in this age, and that they 
were the only society on earth that were 
contending the faith once delivered 
to the saints—and that the sects of the 
present time plainly told the le that 
the gifts of God could not be enjoyed, 
“ for they were all dene away in this en- 
ightened age.” He then declared that 
had, in fulfilment of his word, re- 
organized the church with all the of- 


ces, ordinances, I and blessings, ac- 
cording to the New Testament pattern; 
that the bride, the Lamb’s wife, that is 
the church, should make herself ready 
to enter in at the marriagesupper of the 
Lamb. 

At the close a gentleman arose and 
told Mr. Adams that if he would work 
a miracle he would believe and be bap- 
tized, for all the servants that God ever 
sent worked miracles to convince the 


people. Mr. Adams then arose and said 


a 
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he thought God had sent many ets 
that did not work miracles, and named 
Noah and about a dozen others; he then 
showed that Christ said a wicked and an 
adulterous generation seek after a sign— 
that the devil was the first sign-seeker in 
the days of Christ. He then held up 
the bible and said, if the gentleman 
would show him one place in the New 
Testament that a servant of God ever 
gave a sign to make a man believe, he 
would do the same sign forthwith—this 
the gentleman failed to do, and so the 
matter ended. In conclusion, I must 
say, that notwithstanding I am no Mor- 
mon, yet as far as I have heard them, 
they preach the truth. 
A Lover or TrvurH. 


From the Weekly Bostonian, July 9. 

Mr. Editor,—You will doubtless re- 
collect that some two or three weeks ago 
I gave you a short sketch of the lectures 
delivered by Elder G. J. Adams, at the 
Boylston L, and also promised if he 

uced anything worthy of notice in 
is forthcoming lectures, that you should 
hear from me again. The reason of my 
so long delaying to notice this subject, 
is not that there was nothing worthy of 
notice in the lectures; but about the time 
Ishould have written, Mr. Adams and his 
society were charged with blasphemy, 
lying, fraud, treason, and murder ; 
and I thought if they were guilty of 
these heavy charges, they were unworthy 
of anything but the halter and ha 
man; however, since that time 5 
Adams has nobly met the man that 
made the heavy above named, 
and entirely freed himself and the so- 
ciety to which he belongs, of every ves- 
ige of said charges; and the opposers 
the Mormons, are left in shame, con- 
fusion, and disgrace, and “ the wonders 
of the new and everlasting covenant,” 
as Adams calls it, is the great exciting 
subject in Boston at the present time ; 
and truly it can be said, they that turn 
the world upside down have come hither 
also, and general cry among sec- 
tarians is, “how shall we put them 
down; if we let them alone our socie- 
ties will be shaken to their narrow 
foundations, and already they begin to 
tremble. Some of our best and most 
devoted members are leaving us and 


Joining them.” 
ore I enter upon a short descrip- 
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tion of the lectures, I wish to notice 
one important item in the discussion 
lately held in the Marlboro’ Chapel; it 
is ive to the bible being the rule or 
standard of evidence in their decisions 
on points of doctrine and principle. On 
the last evening but one of the discus- 
sion, to save time and come directly to 
the point it was moved by Mr. Seaver, 
(who is a Free Enquirer) that the dis- 
putants, Dr. West, and elder Adams 
take the bible as the standard of evi- 
dence. To this position Adams, 
the Mormons, and the Free Enquirers 
„ but Dr. West and his sectarian 
friends would not agree to it, and being 
most in number they voted down the 
proposition ; N those very men that 
are continually crying “the bible! the 
bible! give us the bible!” actuall 
voted against the bible; yes, voted it 
down for no other reason that the writer 
knows, only that it condemns them and 
their From the moment that 
vote was taken, I have been a deter- 
mined of sectarianism and 
craft in all its monstrous and soul-kill- 
ing forms, but a friend to the bible, and 
bible religion. The three lectures that 
I alluded to in my previous communi- 
cation were on the subject of the Book 
of Mormon, the building of Zion, and 
the ng out of the vials of the wrath 
of God, in the last 12 On the sub- 
ject of the Book of Mormon his argu- 
ments were clear and conclusive, plainly 
proving by many prophecies in the bible 
that such a mo se come forth be- 
fore God could gather the Jews from 
their long dispersion. He particular 
dwelt on the 29th chap. of Isaiah an 
the latter part of the 37th chap. of 
Ezekiel, commenci with the 15th 
verse. He then clearly proved the 
Book of Mormon to be the stick, record, 
or history of the descendants of Joseph 
that dwelt in this land (America), 
separate from their brethren, in fulfil- 
ment of the predictions of Jacob and 
Moses, see Gen. 48th chapter, also part 
of chapter 49, from verse 22 to 26; 
also Deut. chap. 33rd, verses 13, 14, 15, 
16,17. He argued from the above and 
many other pasages of scripture, that 
the dants of Joseph were to be- 
come, “a multitude o and 


“inhabit the utmost bounds of the 
everlasting hills,“ —“ the earth and the 
fulness 


ereof.” He introduced ‘an 
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account of many American antiquities 
together with the discoveries lately made 
by Mr. Stevens, that all go to prove 

the American Indians were once 
an enlightened people and understood 
the arts and sciences, as the ruined cities 


and monuments lately discovered fully 


prove. He then declared that this re- 
cord had not come forth in the place of 
the bible, but in fulfilment of the bible; 
its coming forth clearly demon- 
strated that Jesus has been as as 
his word, viz.: he told his disciples he 
had other sheep that were not of that 
fold (in Jerusalem) and they also should 
hear his voice, for he was sent to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel,—and 
some of the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel, viz.:—of the tribe of Joseph, 
being in America, it was n 
Jesus should visit them, as also the ten 
tribes in the “north country.” He 
declared that Jesus did visit both the 
above named branches of the house of 
Israel during the forty days before his 
final ascension from the Mount of Olives,* 
and that the Book of Mormon was not 
229 ry of the dealings of God 
with the descendants of Joseph on this 
continent, previous to the crucifixion of 
our Lord, but also an account of the gos- 
pel as established among them by the 
personal ap ce of Christ on thiscon- 
tinent ; and that the account of the gos- 
pel in the Book of Mormon agreed with 
the account in the bible, thereby prov- 
ing that the of Christ is the same 
in every nation, composed of the same 
eternal truths, the same gifts, the same 
offices, the same ordinances, and every- 
thing the same as when Christ has an 
organised church on the earth; and that 
the Book of Mormon had come forth as 
an “ensign to the nations,” containing 
an account of the gospel in much plain- 
ness, ey kr by the gift and 
power of by the use of the Urim 
and Thummim, that had come forth with 
the plates that contain the record. He 
also stated that the containing 
the record,-had been hid up unto the 
Lord by Moroni the son of Mormon, 
the last prophet among the descendants 
of Joseph on this continent; that about 
the time this event took place, they. had 


us to 
an Edition —Ep. 


— 


his assertion. 
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fallen intd sin, and wickedness ; 


many of their cities had been overthrown 
by earthquakes, and they left to fall in 
ignorance and unbelief, until the “ dis- 


| * of the fulness of times,“ and 


hat now their record had come forth, 
throwing a flood of light on the early 
history of this continent, and would yet 
be hailed by every lover of truth as one 
of the most glorious events of the nine- 
teenth century. 
A Lover or Tnorn. 


GREAT DISCUSSION ON “ MORMONISM,” 
BETWEEN DR. WEST AND ELDER ADAMS, AT THE 
MARLBORO CHAPEL, BOSTON. 

From the Weekly Bostonian, July 2. 


Mr. Editor,—In the haste of my re- 
marks last week, I briefly referred to 
the proceedings of the first three even- 
ings of the ussion, but necessarly 
omitted several interesting features 
which I wisb now to notice. The last 

h of my communication which 
was inserted as * was going to 
Fame that the discussion closed 

n Friday night; but for want of time 
and room in your columns, my sketches 
of the last two evenings were reserved 
till this week. Dr. West spent much 
of the second and third evenings in read- 
ing from a Mormon phlet, contain- 
ing 4 ak of the rise of their church, 

Smith’s finding the plates and trans- 
lating the Book of Mormon, and the 
caw ead balled the plates, 
sa ey saw t 
three of whom vouch for the 4 
ness of the translation. All this the doc- 
tor pronounced a humbug, and all pre- 
tension to this 

blasphem was sufficient, 
e 0 ng, fra 
my. This he Ned on as one of his 
2 — often referred to it, 
t no scripture to prove 
2 the third night elder 
Adams answered it as follows: He 
thanked the doctor for introducing the 
narrative and the testimony of the wit- 
nesses, &c., as it saved him the trouble. 
The whole he said was correct and true, 
but why it was introduced at this s 
of the di ion in proof of the charg- 
ore If the ground 
the doctor assumed be con „it of 
course fixed upon Mormonism the wm 
es of lying and fraud, but that was the 


contested point which remained to bé 
proved, and his assumptions were not 
arguments. Here the Rev. E. T. Tay- 
lor, chairman, and many of the audience 
made themselves ridiculous by calling 
aloud for his f in its favour. Mr. 
Adams replied, it was already ‘proved if 
they would admit the power of testi- 
mony. Nocourt of justice could re- 
quire more than eleven positive witnes- 
ses to convict a man or establish an 
fact. Their testimony must be impeach 
and proved false, before the Doctor’s 
charge can be fixed upon them. The 
Dr. contended that they were interested 
witnesses and therefore not to be believ- 
ed. Mr. A. contended that if wordly 
interests were in view instead of honour, 
they had received calumny and detrac- 
tion,. — instead of wealth and influence, 
stripes and imprisonment; but if eternal 
interests were before them, he said no 
consistant man could be a disinterested 
witness of the things of God, none 
could say the eight writers of the New 
Testament — on whose authority we 
believe that book — were not interested 
in the things to which they affirm. 
Elder Adams referred to four or five 
prophecies in the bible, as lel testi- 
mony in favour of the Book of Mormon, 
and his reasoning on them was very plau- 
sible. Father Taylor called him to order 
once, because he thought he had made a 
wrong application of one of the prophe- 
cies : the merits of his ent not bein 
a point of order, Mr. re cams very signifi- 
cantly replied, he would discuss the sub- 
chairman when be — 
ne with his present antagonist. ut 
the chairman — so interested that 
he forgot that Dr. West had spoken 
three times, and Mr. Adams twice, and 
was very anxious to adjourn; but after 
several remonstrances from different 
of the house, he put on bis think - 
cap, and concluded that Mr. A. was 
entitled to another s h; but as it was 
late Mr. Adams said that he should de- 
tain them but a few moments, and give 
in the rest of his time, which he did, 
and the meeting adjourned. Previous 
to the adjournment, however, Father 
Taylor resigned the chair, because the 
audience were dis to be noisy, and 
some thought him partial, but he was 
forthwith re-elected, and on Thursday 
evening he again took the chair. Dr. 
West’s chief effort the first part of the 


evening, was to im the character 
of Smith and the — witnesses; for 
this p he read from an old - 
hlet what appeared to be a certi 

rom some twenty or thirty citizens of 
the state of New York, representing 
Harris and Smith’s family as bei 

money di su itious and vision- 
ary, and that they no confidence in 
their pretended discoveries. He also 
read a long letter which he said was 


from a Mr. Tucker, the printer of the - 


first edition of the Book of Mormon. 
The letter stated that neither he, nor the 
hands in the office, believed a word of 
the book, that, they tried Smith by pre- 
tending to lose one of the sheets, and 

t Smith to translate it over again, and 

t afterwards, they com the two 
together, and they did notagree. The 
letter also gave an account of several 
failures by the Mormon elders, in their 
attempts to work miracles, &c., the 
principle of which was as follows :— 
One of their accomplices went before, 
and called upon a farmer, was sick, and 
pretended to die; soon after, two Mor- 
mon elders came along, and proposed 
trying their skill in raising him. The 
farmer called in the neighbours to wit- 
ness it, but he asked them if they could 
raise a man that was beheaded; they 
answered, yes; then said the farmer, 
seizing his axe, I will cut of his head, 
that the miracle may be the more appa- 
rent, and the proof more convincing. 
But the dead man declining the opera- 
tion, Huus up on his feet without their 
aid is was the amount of testimony 
by which the Mormon witnesses were 
impeached. In the reply, Mr. Adams 
— the certificate from the citizens of 
New York was not half as bad as the 
priests and pharisees entertained of 
Christ and his apostles ; that Christ told 
them that they should be hated of all 
nations, and Paul says, “ we are counted 
as the filth and offscouring of all 
things.” Harris, Smith, and others 
were not accused of murder, treason, 
robbery, theft, adultery, or other crime, 
but of being “ visionary and money 
diggers.” — servants of God were 
always visionary ; Stephen was stoned 
for seeing a vision; forty men bound 
themselves with an oath, not to eat or 
drink till they had killed Paul, because 
he said he had seen a vision and heard a 
voice. If Mr. Smith dug for money, he 
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considered it was a more honourable 
way of getting it than taking it from the 


idow and the orphan; but a few lazy 
hireling priests of this age, would dig 
either for money or toes. This, of 
course, made Father Taylor take his toes 
— Tucker’s letter he pronounced 
w — * farce; it bore marks of fo 
or hood in every sentence :—first, 
E. B. Grandin was the printer of the 
first edition of this book, as the title 
page showed for itself, and if Tucker, 
or any one else had pretended to lose 
and yet retained a portion of it, let it be 
produced; why is it kept secret this 
twelve years and no one know any thi 
about it till now? As to the story of 
the dead man, it proved too much. He 
was either dead, or the farmer and his 
neighbours were all fools. Who was 
the farmer? Who where the neigh- 
bours? What was the dead man’s name, 
and that of the preachers? Where and 
when was it done? On all these subjects 
we are left to our own conjectures. 
Adams farther said, if such men as 
Tucker or the farmer existed, tell us 
where and who they are; I will farnish 
the money to bring them here, and we 
will have this matter settled, and I will 
pay Dr. West’s expenses till it can be 

n 


e. 

As Adams closed, the burst of applause 
from the audiende plainly admonished 
the doctor to pull on another string; ac- 
cordingly, in his best speech, he left his 
important documents” and appealed 
to elder Adams for a sign, and a mir- 
acle he would have; he ds ht all his 

werful oratory to bear in his demand 

or a miracle, and many of the wor 
christians of this age, especially the Mil- 
lerites and Father Taylor, joined in the 
general cry of “a miracle, give us a 
miracle; a miracle we must and will 
have ;” and if you dont give us a sign, 
said the doctor, we s consider you 
guilty of all the charges brought 
you and your people. 

The doctor then made a most hypo- 
critical appeal to elder Adams, te 
him, if he would work a miracle to con- 
vince him, he would forthwith kneel and 
receive a blessing at his hands; he then 
with all his eloquence endeavoured to 
work upon the passions of the audience, 
and get them to join in one universal cry 
for the sign! the sign!!” and so drown 
the voice of elder A x 


4 
* 
4 


| 
| 
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As soon as Dr. West took his seat, up 
jumped Father Taylor, and delivered a 
short h in favour of the doctor, 
and “ the doctor had a right to de- 
mand a sign! and he demanded a sign! ! 
and the people must demand a sign!!!” 
of Mr. 
appearances, chairman seemed as 
much interested in the issue of the dis- 
cussion as the doctor himself, as ev 
candid man or woman present must ad- 
mit. Mr. Adams then rose in the midst 
of the clamour, and appeared as calm as 
a summer evening. Joy seemed to beam 
forth from his countenance ; the terrible 

peal of doctor West, and the Rev. 
Mr. Taylor, had not caused him to lose 
any of usual vivacity. He camly 
asked the audience if they would hear 
his answer to the doctor, and he solemnly 
told the people, if it ap in con- 
clusion, that the doctor demanded 
the sign on the New Testament ground, 


he ey himself to give them 
before the debate closed. This satisfied 


all reasonable people, that were present, 
but some of the Millerites together with 


Father Taylor and the doctor, still join- 


ed in the cry of “give us the sign first.” 
Mr. Adams then quoted from Solomon, 
where he says, a wise man will hear a 
matter and then judge, but a fool will 
judge before hehears!” And now, said 
elder Adams, We will soon know how 
many fools we have present on this occa- 
sion. This last sarcastic appeal brought 
the doctor and Father Taylor to order, 
but some of the Millerites, and religious 
bigots that were entirely lost to reason 
and common sense, still called loudly for 
the “sign!” Adams then told them, 


that as they Christ to come in 
1843, he ho they would manifest a 
little patience, — 

(that is the doctrine of the Millerites) be 
true, the Latter-day Saints could not do 
much more harm; and if Millerism was 
true, they, the Saints, would be all 
burnt up in 1843. Adams’s keen sarcasm 
soon brought them to their reason, and 


he was then itted to go on in peace, 
and the way hi brought scripture to bear 
onthe subject of signs, wasa caution. He 
clearly proved that signs were not given 


to convince unbelievers, but that Jesus 


said these signs shall follow them that 
believe, not go before to convince un- 
believers, in f of which he quoted 


Mark, 16th chapter, 16, 17, 18th verses. 


if their doctrine. 


He then said, if the New Testament was 
true, a wicked and an adulterous gene- 
ration seek after a sign, and that the 
spirit of sign-seeking was an adulterous 
spirit, that had its origin in hell, and 
was brought forth in the days of Christ 
by the Devil, and long-robed 

priests; for, said A the Devil 
wanted “ Jesus” to cast himself down 
from the pinacle of thetemple, and turn 
stones into bread, and the priests and 
scribes wanted a si and told Jesus 
if he was the Christ, to save himself and 
come down from the cross, and they 
would believe on him.—Herod also 
wanted a sign, but, said Adams, my 
Lord and master refused to give his sa- 
tanic majesty, the scribes and phari- 
sees, neg with the long robed priests, 
and infidel Herod, a sign; so, said he, 
do I refuse on bible ground, to give a 
sign to doctor West, who has laid his 
unholy infidel hands on the book of God, 
and made its 2 promises of no 
effect, through is vain traditions. 

Just at this moment up jumped old 
Father Taylor, and said, Mr. Adams is 
too hard on the doctor, but it was no 
Bos Adams was not to be put down, for 

e poured in such a torrent of testimony 
from the bible, that it was ap t to 
all present that he had en bible 
ground. He took the bible in his hand, 
and turned deliberately round to the 
doctor, and said, now, sir, if you will 
show me one single passage in the New 
Testament where any apostle of Christ 
ever worked a miracle, to convince an 
infidel or a set of ungodly unbelievers, 
I will do the same sign or miracle forth- 
with. On this Father Taylor could 
stand it no longer; he sprung to his 
feet, and said he, “I resign— T will be 
chairman no longer.” “Good,” said 
of the house, for 
you are not fit for a chairman — we do 
not want you—you are a bigoted and 

ial man, and we won’t have you in 
the chair any longer.” The doctor 
failing to find where the apostle ever 
worked a miracle to convince unbeliev- 
ers, they could not demand the sign of 
elder Adams on bible und. 
meeting then Friday 
On Friday evening, the first item was 
to elect a new chairman. After various 
movements, it was that Mr. 
George P. Oaks, Dr. West’s secretary, 


take the chair. The disputants then 
commenced, and the saying was — 
realized that, “ when Turk meets — 4 
then comes the tug of war.” The doc- 
tor seemed to have fallen into a kind of 


melancholy stupor, as he had rested the 
whole proof of the on the sign. 
However, having entirely failed in thi 


on scripture ground, he again screwed 
his courage to the sticki int, made 
another mighty effort, introduced a 
contai many quotations 
m — day — 
e pamphlet on title page, clai 
for its publisher and proprietor, the 
Rev. Joshua V. Himes, of Boston. 
Many statements were read, 
with many quotations that purported to 
come from the works of the Latter-day 
— He read some 
urporting to eongressio ocu- 
ments) against the Mormons, relative to 
the Missouri mobbing business. Elder 
Adams arose, and in reply to the doctor, 
accused him of dishonesty in not reading 
both sides of the question, in regard to 
the congressio documents. Mr. 
Adams then brought all his eloquence 
to bear on the subject of the persecution, 
and the congressional documents; and 
it appeared almost as if we could see 
houses burning and falling in ruins, 
saints and prophets murdered, and others 
driven from their homes in the midst of 
winter, and their murderers and drivers 
after having murdered many, and im- 
risoned others, and driven all the rest 
— the state without the least cause 
whatever (as Mr. Adams fully proved 
to justify themselves, had gone an 
borne false witness against the Saints; 
es, said Adams, it is true, seventy of my 
— were imprisoned at one time, 
for their religion, and many charges 
brought against them that could not be 
substantiated by the laws of their coun- 
try—proved to every lover of truth that 
they had been slandered, lied about, and 
misrepresented, by the mobites, and that 
one of the stars of our glorious constitu- 
tion had received a stain, that could not 
be wiped off in time; and as regards the 
trators of the horrid crime of driv- 
ing and murdering the Saints, he did 
not believe that the stain would ever be 
wiped of in eternity. Elder Adams then 
examined the pamphlet above alluded to, 
and pro to prove that it was full 
of contradictions, absurdities, misquota- 
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tions, and lies. He then called on the secre- 
to read first from Himes’ book, and 
then from the books of the Latter-day 
Saints; and when he came to read the 
misquotations and falsehoods contained 
in said pamphlet, it made Joshua turn 
rather pale—and the celebrated doctor 
looked something as the man spoken of 
in the parable, not having on the wedding 
garment. Mr. Adams then stated, that 
a liar was not to be believed when he 
ke the truth, and of course, a book 
of contradictions, misquotations, 
and falsehoods, could not be received as 
evidence. He then said that the whole 
of the doctor’s * — rested on the 
miracle. The r then gave up 
every thing else, and rested on the mir- 
acle, and wished an adjournment until 
Saturday evening, to allow him time to 
find his miracle—but this was no 
with the audience, for Mr. Adams 
them to have it settled then, “and not 
gull the people out of another nine- 
pence,” and the people would have it 
settled on the spot. It was then moved 
and carried, that each speaker be allow- 
ed fifteen minutes. doctor then 
arose, and by the assistance of the Rev. 
Joshua V. Himes, brought forth the 
case of Ananias and ira, as a case 
exactly to the point. is ta 
universal burst of laughter, from almost 
the whole audience. This was the top 
stone of the doctor’s folly; after this, 
he lost all command of himself, and sat 
down in confusion, if not — gr He 
could not even murder through his fifteen 
minutes. Elder Adams then arose and 
closed the discussion, by pouring another 
torrent of scripture testimony in upon 
the Rev. Doctor, and fully cleared the 
doctrines and principles of the Latter-day 
Saints of implied madness, blasphemy, 
lying fraud, treason, and murder. 

e came off in flying colours “ Not 
— no in 
Say ussion gained 
the Latter-day Saints many hundred 
oo vs Boston and vicinity, as the 

e and very age 
that attend to hear Mr. Adams’s lecture 
at the.Boylston Hall fully prove. His 
audience since the di ion, will num- 
ber * 1 to 1,200. On the other 
hand, Dr. West is lecturing inst 
him “to a beggarly account of tote 
benches,” sometimes not having fifty 
people present. 


— 
1 
* 
> 
* 
“Ton 


92 THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 


I would just say by way of conclu- 
clusion, that Mr. Oakes, the chairman 
of the last evening, deserves great credit 
for the impartial manner he acted in re- 

to the two ers. 

At the close, Adams (having 
freed — — — 
cates from the charges y Dr. 
— again challenged the dootor to 
meet him on the real point at issue, viz: 
the doctrine of the -day Saints, 
and discuss it before the public, the 
bible to be the standard of evidence. 
Mr. Oakes the chairman, then told the 
28 that Dr. West refused to meet 

r. Adams. The meeting was dismis- 
od, so the matter ended; and Dr. West 
“has retreated from the field of battle 
without having left a stone to tell where 
slumbers the ashes of the fallen hero.” 


P. S. Will none of our learned min- 
isters of Boston meet elder Adams, and 
discuss the doctrine of the Latter-day 
Saints—the bible being the standard of 
evidence? I hope they will come out 
with their strong reasons, for the . Mor- 


' mons” are baptizing almost daily, and 


thousands are inning to search into 


these things, and if our priests do not come 


out with their “strong reasons,” I fear 
all the world will run after them. Q. 
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succeeding until the empires of the 
world should shake to their centre, the 


- thrones of kings crumble to atoms, the 


reeds, and t vestige of regal - 
er in the — man should 
dissolve in air, and disappear as the 
morning cloud. Gazing still over the 
ruined world, the wide-spread chaos of 
desolation and death, hecaught a glimpse 
of a new Empire, rising from obscurity, 
like a — stone from the mountain 
quarry, enlarging at every motion, 
until it beeame a — — and 
filled the whole earth. nA N 


It is not our intention to review the 
rg monarchies of Baby 


rose in 
nor e 
— — 


stitutions, both civil and religious, from 
of Daniel, down to the 


ligious institutions which have been per- 
petuated by, or handed down, or bor- 
rowed from the Roman empire. No 
only the Catholics, but the ts 
of every sect and name constitute parts 
of this image, as they derived their 
— and ordinances, either direet- 
y or indirectly from All these 
corrupt and tyrannical, civil and religious 
institutions and organizations are fast 
hastening to ruin, and are doomed to 
sure and certain destruction,—they must 
soon pass away as the “chaff of the 
summer threshing floor, and be found no 
more.” 

With these considerations we turn 
away from the image, and abandon it to 
its ; and will now commence our 
review of the kingdom of God, which 
is to rise over the ruins of fallen empires, 

kingdom is represented 4 
stone cut out of a mountain without 
hands. By this we understand that it 
does not originate from any part of the 
— 2 It neither springs from the 

of gold, the breast and arms of 
silver, the belly and thighs of brass, the 
legs of iron, nor the feet and toes of iron 
and clay ; but it originates as it were, in 
a distant mountain, which was not in- 
cluded in these dominions—was never 
subjugated by them, and which never 
derived its institutions, its laws, its or- 
dinances, its priesthood, its oracles or re- 
cords, either directly or indirectly from 
Rome, or from any of the powers of the 


image. 

A land separated, a country secluded, 
a nation by itself. Its laws, institutions, 
revelations, and oracles peculiarly its 


ably portrayed by the feet and toes of 

the image, composed part of iron and 

part of clay; for these things have been 

so often dwelt upon, that we trust our 

readers — ~~ dthem. Suffice it to 

say, the Great Image was a representa- 

tion of the forms of government, and in- 

— u our on- 

archies, and all the modern kingdoms, 

OR THE STONE CUT OUT OF THE MOUNTAIN WITH- 
OUT BARDS. 

and the Kingdom shall not be left to other 
ple, but it break 17. and consume all 
and it stand for ever.” Dan. 
Nebuchadnezzar, — of Babylon, by 
the aid of a dream, an — oon 
enabled to trace the course of empire, 
from his own time down — all 


own, preserved in purity 2 the om. 


corruption, and brought forth by the 


direct command of the Almighty; thus 


giving rise to a government, a civil, a 
——— religious ofganization un- 
his immediate directions, at once a 
theocracy. Such is the nature of that 
kingdom which the God of Heaven 
would set up, and which should never 
be destroyed, or left to other . but 
which would break in pieces all these 
kingdoms and stand for ever. 
But where shall we find such a coun- 
try, such oracles, and institutions, and 
such a people? In answer to these in- 
quiries, we assert that America is such a 
country, the Book of Mormon contains, 
and is connected with such oracles and 
institutions, and the Latter-day Saints 
are such a people. 

The most ancient records in the Book 
of Mormon are from the Jaredites, who 
came to America from the tewer of Ba- 
bel, before of ; 
consequently, the image of which he was 
the head did not exist, until these Jare- 
dites had removed beyond the bounds of 
that continent, where afterwards rose 
the Babylonian empire. 

Therefore it follows that the oracles of 
the Jaredites contained in the Book of 
Mormon, never were connected with, or 
handed down by any of the goverments 
represented by the image. Secondly, 
the other oracles contained in the said 
book, as revealed to the Nephites, and 
written by them, were ae 20 by a 

ple who left Jerusalem eleven years 
ore the Babylonish captivity, and 
while there was a king in Judea; and 
they were all written they had gone 
into the wilderness as a free people, or 
after they bad arrived in America, and 
had become a distinct and separ- 
orms of government 

represented by the image. Therefore 
the oracles, the institutions, laws, 
ordinances and revelations 
the Book of Mormon, together with 
the Urim and Thummim connected with 


vernments of the i „ as 
— — ; or rather as 
the western continent is separate 
the eastern. They have come 
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thrones might crash amid 


from Mount Gamorah without hands; 
—— 
i i much 

for the oracles. 
We now come to of the 


world, is but the history of half of it. 
—— over the pages of the 
past, contemplate the rise and fall of 
nations and em from the Ba- 


wn to the fourteenth century 
of the christian era, and still there is a 
“ world” yntouched, a land afar, a con- 
tinent unconnected, and nations as un- 
concerned with any of these matters, as 
if they lived on some other planet. 
Revolution might revolution 
—cities might rise and flourish and re- 
turn to dust—heroes might fight, and 
patriots bleed and die—tyrants might 
conquer and subdue, and reign amid the 
tears, and sweat, and groans of enslaved 
millions —the trump of war might call 
its myriads to the might 
rush to battle, and arms on armour clash, 
while the engines of death, sounding 
dismal in the distance, might rend the 
2 and make — — 
ong succession of kings might rule in 
turn and pass to the — Empires 
might rise and flourish and away 
e wreck of 
thrones, nations clash nst nations, 
and in turn devour and be devoured, and 
still the western world reposed in secu- 
rity from all the commotions of the east- 
ern hemisphere; its wall of waters se- 
cured it from foreign invasion, and bid 
defiance to their fleets and armies, and 


— 
ueh was the land held in reserve 


from the dominion of the image, and 


destined to 


ive rise to the kingd 
the “ stone.’ 
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where, or the mountain from which ; 
— should originate. That which 
historians call the 7 of the 
el down through the es, Fersians, 
Egyptians, Greeks, and Romans — he 
may extend his researches through all 
the | of the world, 4s are 
tain 
where God’s — lay concealed, 
it, have been perpetuated, preserved, and and from whence they were to originate 
handed forth to this generation as en- in the latter day. 
tirely independent of, and separate from We might further add that in the 
all the. institutions and forms of the covenants and oracles given to the 
Jaredites, the western continent is call- 
ed a chosen land of the Lord, choiées 
above all others; that it was destined 
by the God of heaven and held in re- 
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serve for a righteous a land of 
liberty that all nations who should 
dwell thereon should be free from bond- 
age and from all other nations under 
heaven, if they would serve the true 
God; but if not, they should be de- 
stroyed when they were ripe in iniquity. 
No tyrannical government such as is so 
fearfully 1 in the beasts and 
images of the book of Daniel should 
prevail, or long maintain its dominion 
in the “land of the free and the home 
of the brave.” 

When our fathers first discovered and 
ee America in — — the 
onists were m op- 
pression, who fled from England and 
elsewhere for the sake of liberty of con- 
science. These colonists in, process of 
time threw off the yoke of oppression 
imposed on them by the mother coun- 
try, and laid the foundation of a free 
and independent government, and of 
free institutions. A Washington and 
and others were raised up and inspired 
by the spirit of freedom (which is the 
spirit of God) to form the constitution, 
and to organize and defend a country 
and 8 as different from the 
tyrannical and o ive governments 
of the old — as light differs from 
darkness, or as heaven is higher than 
the earth. The hand of Providence 
was manifest in all these events in order 
to prepare the way for His church and 
om to be re-established as in days 

of old, and to come forth out of 
wilderness as a bride adorned for her 
husband. Scarcely had this free go- 
vernment become established upon a 
solid basis, when, lo! the heavens were 
ed and ls were commissioned 


open tidkn 
people of that favoured, land tidings 


Kingd: in e 
om d, and organising a 
= under the commandments * 

tutions of the Almighty—a — 
every way governed by direct revelation 
from the of heaven and earth 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

This people, thus organized and 
verned, must w in numbers and in 
power, and in favour with God and with 
all men; they must maintain the 

om of their country and the cause of 


God, and spread their dominion and 
power by the dissemination of truth, 


until the great image which has so long 


saints, extend its dominion 
form a universal dom over 
whole earth. So much 
of the “ stone.” 
„He that hath ears to hear, let him 
hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches.” —Ep. 


— — 
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TO THE ELDERS AND OTHERS OF THE 
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST. 
BELOVED BRETHREN,—We feel moved 
at the present time to address a few 
lines particularly to the officers of the 
church, as, from our experience, we find 
it necessary. In the first place, then, 
we would remark that an error has been 
too prevalent amongst the priesthood 
by not understanding clearly the simple 
nature of the commission they have re- 
ceived; many appear to have thought 
they were sent on a crusade the 
sects of the day, and truly, had this been 
their mission, they have magnified their 
office; indeed, we hesitate not to say 
that very disastrous results have fre- 
quently arisen from the injudicious man- 
ner in which the officers of the church 
have frequently laboured; we will go 
farther and say, for we are able, from 
actual observation, to prove it, that many 
who, in every sense of the word were 
favourably impressed with the principles 
of truth which they had heard in con- 
versation, have determined to attend 
the public services and hear for them- 
selves, when, instead of listening to the 
thrilling tidings of great joy, which the 
servants of God were sent to commu- 
nicate, they heard instead thereof, a 
lengthened attack upon the religious 
systems of the day, and that in no 
measured terms, but with a spirit of in- 
vective and bitterness that bespoke any 
spirit but that of the Lord; the conse- 
quence has been that many have turned 
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| held men in bondage and caused the 
earth to be troubled shall disa — 
and then shall the government of esus 
6 Christ, under the administration of His 
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away from the truth in disgust, perhaps 
to listen to it no more,—and shall the 


individual perish in his ignorance, and 
be shut up with the prisoners in the pit ? 
-I ask, upon whose head shall his blood 
be? We would sincerely caution our 
brethren upon this subject, as we believe 
there is perhaps no way by which Satan 
can so creep upon us unawares, than by 
thus causing us to impede the progress 
of the kingdom of God, at the same time 
that we flatter our ourselves we are 
exercising great energy and zeal in the 
cause. 

Then let every one holding an office 
in connexion with the holy priesthood 
reflect seriously on the mission given him 
to fulfil, which is to preach the gospel of 
the kingdom, to bear testimony of its 
truth, and to warn the people that the 
hour of God’s judgments is at hand ; and 
let no one suppose that there is not scope 
for them in the doctrines of truth. 
Wide and diversified are the subjects 
connected withthe kingdom of God,—the 
gathering of the people,—the building 
up of Zion, and with the consummating 
of that great work which the Lord is 
about to accomplish. 

Affectionately, then, do we give these 
brief remarks as counsel which we wish 
every where to be attended to. We do 
not mean to be understood that we 
must make no allusion whatever to the 
people by whom we are surrounded, 
and with whom most of us have former- 
ly been associated, for this we cannot 
avoid in the relation of our own ex- 
perience; but with every one guided by 
the Spirit of the Lord it will hold a 
very secondary place in his remarks, and 
only such as is necessary to illustrate 
the truth, or the experience of the 
individual. 


Again, let the officers bear in mind 


that when we have faithfully declared 
the truth unto the people, and they re- 
ceive it not, this must not excite our 
ire, as if our own pride were mortified, 
but let us leave them, if we must, with 


to his will. 
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that spirit with which we can return 
with pleasure a future time to gather out 
the honest in heart. 

We make these remarks because we 
feel assured they are needed; and we 
venture to say that the progress of the 
work of the Lord will be in proportion 
to the faithful discharge of the mission of 
His servants ; and that it will be hinder- 
ed in like manner as the servants of 
God forget their mission, and have their 
minds occupied with the abominations 
of mankind. 

There is another subject to which we 
wish to allude at the present time, and 
these remarks we would make to the 
whole church. 

We refer to the tfoubles of the times, 
and to the political confusion of this 
country. And we would say to all in 
connexion with the church of Christ, 
have nothing whatever to do with the 
struggle going on in the land, save it 
be, that the laws of the country call 
upon you to act in keeping the peace, 
then your duty will be to comply with 
it, and be subject to the powers that be. 

But lest our brethern might suppose 
that we do not sympathize with the suf- 
fering and the oppressed, we will make 
a few remarks on the subject. 

Let it then be borne in mind that 
whatever may be the condition of the 
people, or whatever measures in their 
distress they may be led to adopt for 
their deliverence, they are not of the 
Lord. Salvation in these last days has 
become temporal and spiritual, and the 
Lord God of Heaven hath renewed his 
covenant with the children of men, and 
restored his holy priesthood in order to 
prepare deliverance for all that will em- 
brace it, “for in Mount Zion, and in Jer. 


usalem shall be deliverance, and in the 


remnant whom the Lord our God shall 
call.” Therefore let the people of the Lord 
understand, that by assisting in an effort 


to procure deliverance, otherwise, as the 


people of God, they are acting contrary 
Trouble, affliction, convul- 


